The Word
By Brent N. Martin

In the ]:)eg’inning’ was the Wor(l, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. Uohn
1:1]

From the Royal Arch deg’ree we leam, "The Word or Name is expressive of self existence and
eternity, and is app]icai)le only to that great Being who was, is, and shall be; to Him who
created all tliing's; to Him whose hands are open to supply our every want, and to Him alone
who is the source of every mason's hope. It is considered i)y Masons as the symljol of Truth. It
is the periection ofDevine Truth, which every g’ood mason is seelzing' to ativance, whether it be
]3y the aid of the tlieolog’ical ladder, or passing between the pillars of streng’tli and
estal)lis}lment, or Wan(iering' in darkness in the unfinished Sanctum Sanctorum, beset on
every si(],e, Witl’l (iang’ers , OY traveling’ on roug’h and rug’g’e(l roaci, weary an(l worn- Wliatever l)e
the direction of our journey, or how accomplis}le(l, lig’ht and truth are the ultimate olf)j ects of

our search an(l our lal)or."

In ancient times, the names of God were un(iou]ote(ily intended origina]ly to be a means of
communicating the lznowledg’e of God himself. The name was, from its construction and its
literal powers, used to give some i(iea, however scanty, of the true nature and essence of the
Deity. The Ineffable Degrees, from the Fourth to the Fourteen inclusive, of the Ancient
Accepte(]. Scottish Rite, are called so because tliey are principally eng’age(i in the investigation
and contemplation of the Ineffable Name. A Grand Elect Mason is taug'}lt that the Name of
God is the character of God. The ineffable name was the symi)ol of the unutterable sul)lirnity
and periection of truth which emanate from the Supreme God.

A sig’nificant word is a sig'n-malzing’ WOI'(]., or a word that is equivalent to a sign; so the secret
words used in the different (ieg’rees of Masonry, the lznowletlge of which becomes a sign of the
possession of the (ieg'ree. The sig’ni{icant words of the Masonic system, which describe the
names of God wherever they are {oun(l, are not intended merely as words of recognition, but
as indices, pointing- like the symlf)olic ladder of Jacolf) of the First De gree, or the Winciing’
stairs of the Second Deg’ree, or the three gates of the Third Deg’ree- the way of progress from
darkness to lig’ht, from ignorance to lznowle(ig’e, from the lowest to the liig’}lest conceptions of
Divine. And this is , after ali, the real o]nject of all Masonic science.

The real object of Freemasonr ,in a hilosophical and religious sense, is the search for truth.
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This truth is, therefore, symbolized by a Word. This idea of truth is not the same as that
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expresse(l in the lecture of the First Deg’ree, where Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth are there
said to be the "three great Tenets of a Mason's pro{ession". The hig}ler idea of truth which
perva(ies the whole Masonic system, and which is syml)olize(l l)y the Word, is that which is
properly expresse(i asa lznowle(lg’e of God.

The Substitute Word is an expression of very sig’nificant suggestion to the thought{‘ul Master
Mason. If the Word is a sym})ol of Divine Truth; if the search for the Word is a symi)ol of the
search for that Truth; if the Lost Word sym]nolizes the idea that Divine Truth has not been
foun(i; then the Substitute Word is a sym})ol of the unsuccessful search after Divine Truth
and the attainment in this life, of which the first Temple is a type, of what is only an

approximation to it.



The Lost Word in the mythical liistory of Freemasonry informs us that there once existed a
Word of surpassing value, and clairning’ a proioun(i veneration; that this Word was known to
but few; that it was at leng'th lost; and that a temporary substitute for it was a(lopte(l. But as
the very PllilOSOP}ly of Masonry teaches us that there can be no death without a resurrection-
no decay without a sulasequent restoration- on the same principle it follows that the loss of the
Word must suppose-its eventual recovery.

Now, this it is, precisely, that constitutes the myt}l of the Lost Word and the search for it. No
matter what was the word , no matter how it was lost , nor Why a substitute was provicle(],, nor
when or where it was recovered. These are all points of sui)si(iiary importance, necessary, it is
true, for lznowing’ the leg'en(iary history, but not necessary for unclerstan(ling’ the symi)olism.
The only term of the myth that is to be reg’arde(i in the stuciy of its interpretation, is the
abstract idea of a word lost and afterward recovered.

The Word , thereiore, may be conceived to be the symi)ol of Divine Trut}l; and all its
modifications- the loss, the substitution, and the recovery- are components of the myt}lical
symlf)ol which represents a search after truth. In a g’eneral sense, the WORD itself ljeing’ tlien,
the sym]:)ol of Divine Truth, the narrative of its loss and the search for its recovery becomes a
myt}lical sym]:)ol of the (iecay and loss of the true relig’ion among the ancient nations , at and
after the dispersion on the plains of Sliinar, and of the attempt of wise men, the philosophers,
and priests, to find and retain it in their secret mysteries incantations, which have hence been
(iesignate(l as the Spurious Freemasonry of Antiquity.

But there is a special or inclivi(iual, as well as a general interpretation, and in this special or
individual interpretation the Wor(l, with its accompanying myt}l of a loss ,a sub stitute, and a
recovery, becomes a sym]ool of the personal progress of a candidate from his first initiation to
the completion of his course, when he receives a full (ievelopment of the mysteries.

The True Word is used in contradistinction to the Lost Word and the Substitute Word. To
find it is the olf)j ect of all Masonic search and labor. For as the Lost Word is the sym]ool of
death, the True Word is the symi)ol of life eternal. It indicates the chang’e that is always
occurring- truth after error, lig’}lt after darkness , life after death.

Of all the symi)olism of Speculative Masonry, that of the True Word is the most philosophic
and sublime. Mason's labor is the search for the Wor(i, the search after Divine Truth. This
and this only is the Mason's work , and the Word is the Mason's reward.
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